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PRIEST IN CHARGE REPORT

For many reasons this may be

the last report I write as Priest in

Charge. That’s got your attention!

But before you panic or cheer,

I’m not going anywhere yet! One

of the reasons is that Bishop

June has said we are all going to

be re-licensed as Vicars in the

not too distant future. Another is

that the Mission Area

conversationa seem to be

developing and I am not sure

what the final shape of that will

be.

 

The beginning of the year saw

me getting back onto the

motorbike again and the end of

the year saw me experience two

firsts in my life; a few holes of

proper golf and a surprise party

for my 60th birthday. How you

all managed to pull off the latter

is both incredibly scary and

amazing.

 

There has been a lot happening

in-between. You will read about

most of these things elsewhere

in this report so regard these as

being highlights.

 

In no particular date order, it has

been a delight to see and hear

the pipe organ in St David’s

receive its overhaul and upgrade.

Not only did the fund-raising

team raise sufficient funds but

when Gareth Whale applied for

the VAT returns they were able

to donate the surplus to the

Restoration Fund for the church. 

They were well led by the

Musical Director Dr Chris

Wilkinson. This was all

happening around the time of

Remembrance and due to an

incredible team and a

partnership with the Museum an

exhibition was put on in St.

David’s that was actually

mentioned in parliament and all

points between there and

Merthyr Tydfil.Thinking of St.

David’s, it’s been host to a week-

long experience of prayer ‘Thy

Kingdom Come’. I hope this will

be repeated as an annual event

as I believe prayer is still a

universal language.The church

has also been a refuge on a

Monday lunchtime for those who

need warm food and a place to

rest through the winter months.

 

Charlotte was very instrumental,

with a good team, in getting

these things running and it was

a delight to see her ordained as

a priest on June 30th and to truly

celebrate with so many in the

evening at her first Eucharist.

 

Around the same time the vision

for the stained glass windows at

Ss Peter and Paul was coming

together along with the final bits

and pieces like chairs and

carpets. Bishop June formally

rededicated the church on 11th

July 2018 and my grateful thanks

go to the many who made that

possible and again provided

such a celebration.

cont
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PRIEST IN CHARGE REPORT

On October 9th 2018 after a period of discernment and discussion I became the priest in

charge of Merthyr Tydfil Christ Church and it is a joy to work across both parishes.

 

January 27th 2019 was a busy day. It was a delight to have John Fenton licensed to the two

parishes. We warmly welcome him and Cath and hope they will settle well with us and be

amongst us for many years to come.

 

That day was also the Holocaust Memorial service which concluded a week of

remembrance. During that week I had given a lecture on the Rwandan Genocide and had

discerned a calling to return in November 2020 to that land. Some of you may feel you

would like to join me? As part of the preparation I am going to ride my motorbike from

John O’Groats to Lands’ End in the June of 2020 in one day. I shall be seeking sponsorship

for that for Rwanda, South Sudan and something towards the £20,000 by 2020 for St

David’s.

Fr Mark
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Many are left with an image of Bishop June

soaking me, gleefully, with Holy water. I just pray I

am a better person for the experience.

 

I continue my work with Christian Education now

sitting on the Education Executive for the

Diocese and being made Vice Chair of Merthyr

Tydfil Standing Advisory Committee on Religious

Education (SACRE). I also attend the Wales

Association of SACRE. During the year the Bishop

asked me to be the Coordinator for the 2020 Year

of Pilgrimage and that is proving very stimulating.

I would particularly like to thank the Mission

Group for their work and inspiration in this field

and I would like to mention our Matthew Jones

who sits, with me, on the Diocesan Coordinating

Committee.

I close with a memory of something I

put down this year, being the chaplain

to David Davies as High Sheriff and the

delight of meeting Owen Teale (of Game

of Thrones fame) as David handed over

to the new High Sheriff Jon Wall at the

Royal Porthcawl Golf Club.



CURATE'S REPORT

It was such a joyful celebration with all of

my church family, family and friends. The

worship band lead by Fr Mark and St David’s

choir was the perfect marriage of traditional

and contemporary worship. 

 

The church looked spectacular – just like a

vintage tea party – and I shall never forget

Roger’s surprise of playing the Star Wars

theme on the organ as the recessional

anthem. 

What a fun year I have had!! I have spent a

great deal of this year getting to know you

all and letting you get to know me better. I

have been blessed by forming lots of

friendships amongst you all and I thank

God for the blessing you have all been to

me (especially as you have come to realise

that I am Star Wars, Disney and Harry

Potter obsessed!).

 

I had two significant experiences this year.

In May I baptised both my parents and

welcomed them into the church, a

privilege not afforded to many deacons.

 

June saw my ordination to the priesthood

which was a very special time for me and

us as a parish. I was privileged to celebrate

my first Mass at St Tydfil’s Church. I am

proud to have been the first female priest

to celebrate the Eucharist on the site of

where my sister in Christ was martyred 

c 480. 

"I shall never forget

Roger’s surprise of playing

the Star Wars theme as

the recessional anthem."

cont
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That service could not have been any more perfect (in my eyes) if it was celebrated in heaven.



CURATE'S REPORT

I am looking forward to the year ahead as

we enter our Year of Pilgrimage. I am

excited that many of you have voiced your

desires to grow spiritually which, God

willing, will include a pilgrimage to the

Holy Land. Let us continue to discern the

Will of God together and dream the big

dreams. God is blessing us in our worship

and all that we do. Never forget: [We] can

do all things through him who strengthens

[us]. (Philippians 4:13)

"God gave us big dreams

this year which we were

not afraid to follow."

Rev Charlotte
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Messy Church continues to be our most

successful form of outreach to younger

people and our Worship Together service

has welcomed new families into the parish. 

 

My work as chaplain to the Air Training

Corps has continued to energise and bless

me. I cannot overemphasise the immense

pride I have in my squadron and how

impeccably presented they were during

our Service of Remembrance in November.

Fr Mark and you as a parish have supported me with the different types of outreach and

events this past year. We have explored our spirituality with the 24 hours of Prayer during

the Thy Kingdom Come season as well as starting a new service of Evensong with

Benediction. We have started a new fellowship group ‘Knit and Natter’, and we had our

famous sherry tasting night (there will be more ‘Tasting Nights’), as well as our project to

commemorate the Centenary of the end of WW1 ‘For the Fallen’. God gave us big dreams

this year which we were not afraid to follow.

 

Away from the parish, my family and I are content in our life here in Merthyr Tydfil. I have

continued with my Newly Licensed Minister training at St Padarn’s, and enjoyed working

on the project with Bishop June exploring the theology that underpins Ministry Areas.



ASSOCIATE PRIEST REPORT

It is startling to realize that at the time of

writing, it is just short of three years since I

came into your midst as associate priest in

this parish. In that time, I have renewed

friendships that go back before my arrival, I

have made new friends and I have come to

know many of the parishioners in our four

churches. Sadly, I am still learning the

names of some of you but I do now

recognize practically all of your faces!

whom I come in to contact. I have the

Diocesan Ordinary’s (Bishop’s) Permission

to Officiate anywhere in the diocese and so

in this parish, but I do not have the ‘Cure of

souls’. I may have pastoral care for anyone,

but it is the stipendiary clergy who have

the actual obligation to care - and who do

care. On a light-hearted note, one other

thing that I presently give is the service of

a well-practised bingo-caller!

 

On a more serious level, what I receive

from being your associate priest may best

be described by telling you of the broader

picture retired clergy have to face. There

are some of that category who are happy

to put their feet up and just sit (kneel and

stand) as members of a congregation

somewhere, not exercising any priestly

ministry, while others ‘help out’

occasionally when asked by an Area Dean.

Many other retired clergy feel ‘put out to

grass’ and ignored, not even able to

contribute to a local Christian community.

Those scenaria are exacerbated for retired

clergy from a similar background to my

own, that is, traditionalist Catholic (not

‘high church’), in a Church in Wales which

is experienced as side-lining them. So here,

I have the opportunity to celebrate the

Eucharist frequently, though not daily as

was the norm in the parishes where I

served before retirement, and I have the

joy of exercising other formal or informal

ministry among you as asked or as

appropriate.

 

This ‘reciprocal dynamic’ is much more

than giving me the reason to get up in the

morning (I do have to feed the cats as

well!), and for all my fellow clergy and all of

you who enable that I am profoundly

grateful.

"The other thing that I 

presently give is the service 

of a well-practised 

bingo-caller!"

Fr John
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Fr Mark has asked me to write a short

‘piece’ for the Annual Vestry Report and I

can best do that by describing what I

understand is meant by being an ‘associate

priest’. Most importantly, it means that I

have an established role within the parish

granted to me by the parish priest and

confirmed by the PCC. I am not just a

retired clergyman who comes in to officiate

at occasional services. I am part of you.

What that means in practice is that there is

a reciprocal dynamic in that participation -

more simply, a give-and-take relationship. 

 

What I give to the parish is the availability

of a priest who can provide the stipendiary

clergy with the opportunity to do things

just two of them could not do without

overwork and exhaustion. It means that

they can take a proper day off and have

less crowded diaries at other times of the

week. For my fellow clergy, it also means

that they have one more person with

whom to discuss things.

 

My giving to the parish is, of course, not just

in my relationship with the other clergy,

but also with all the parishioners with



READER MINISTRY

A constant friend and fellow musician in my musical adventures around Wales was John

Fenton, who has joined us recently as a Reader. We’ve played together as a duo, in bands

and even a couple of ensembles that tried to call themselves an “orchestra” because they

had more than three violins and a brass section. I am sure you will welcome John and his

wife Cath into our parish family. I’m looking forward to the future with renewed hope and

expectation. It seems to me that God is moving in this parish and the best is yet to come.

Ken Lewis, Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)

It seems that things are coming full circle in my ministry. This past year I seem to be doing

far more music ministry than I have done for many years. I was a musician and songwriter

before I became a Christian. Then I was a Christian musician and songwriter long before I

became a Reader. In fact one of the reasons I trained as a Reader was to equip me as a

worship leader. It didn’t work out that way. At the time, I was in the wrong kind of parish

for that work. I became a typical “Preaching and Evensong” kind of Reader while playing

music almost anywhere but in my own parish. 

"It seems to me that God is moving in this parish

and the best is yet to come."

8



ST DAVID’S CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT 

There are 94 communicants on the Electoral Roll at St David’s. There are no nominated

sidespersons.

 

It has been a busy year at St David’s with various services taking place including Royal

British Legion Festival of Remembrance, Holocaust Memorial Service and a service to

remember loved and lost babies. In addition to our Christmas services a Cribtingle service

was held on Christmas Eve which was well attended by both children and adults. Both

Cyfarthfa High School and Tywnyrodyn Community School held Christmas services at St

David’s.

 

An extremely successful exhibition was held “For the Fallen” which took place for a week

before Armistice Day. Over the course of the week over 1,000 people came to see the

displays. People from all our churches got together under the guidance of Rev Charlotte to

put the display together. Cyfarthfa Museum and several local schools also provided displays.

The week ended with a concert which was extremely well attended and enjoyed by

everyone.

Only Boys Aloud held a very successful concert at St David’s.

 

The choir and Mothers’ Union continue with their work and witness. Knit and Natter

sessions take place on alternate Mondays. This has brought people from around the parish

and non-churchgoers together to enjoy fellowship.

 

Every Monday the gallery of the church is opened to provide food and shelter to the

homeless under the auspices of Shalom.

 

St David’s was again the major venue for World Book Day.

 

“Friends of St David’s” continues to inform members and raise money for the Restoration Fund.

cont

"Over 1,000

people came 

to see the 

'For the Fallen'

displays."
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ST DAVID’S CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT 

The lighting system within the church has been significantly improved.Following the

Quinquennial Inspection several contractors were invited to tender to carry out the

necessary work. All those contractors have produced price schedules and work schedules.

Fr Mark met with the architect in February to discuss the next steps and has since begun

discussions with local Government officers regarding the availability of grants. The cost is

£101,000 and we have launched St David's Twenty20 to raise £20,000 of this sum. 

 

We are grateful for the continuing support of church members throughout the year for

their efforts supporting fundraising for the Restoration Fund and all church members who

contribute to the smooth running of our church.

Repairs to the organ have been completed following successful fundraising activities and

donations. Fundraising is ongoing with all money raised going towards the Twenty20

Appeal for the restoration of St David’s church.

 

We would particularly like to thank Fr John and Dr Chris Wilkinson for the monthly

Afternoon Tea and Bingo sessions which provide fun, raise funds and bring outsiders into

contact with the church community.

 

We would like to welcome John Felton as a reader in our parish and look forward to his

ministry.

 

We are thankful for the continuing ministry of Fr Mark, Fr John, Rev Charlotte and Ken.

 

We look forward to the formation of closer links between this Parish and Christchurch,

Cyfarthfa.

 

Under Fr Mark’s energetic leadership we believe that we can make real progress in

bringing our Faith before the people of Merthyr Tydfil.

Dorothy Evans and Ian Hopkins

"Shalom provide

food and shelter for

the homeless each

Monday in the St

David's gallery."
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ST TYDFIL’S OLD PARISH CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT 

As in previous years the use of St Tydfil’s for funeral services and as a Chapel of Rest

continues to be our main source of revenue with weddings providing good additional

income. There are five weddings booked in for 2019.

 

The weekly Eucharist held every Saturday evening at 6.00pm continues to be supported by

a small but faithful congregation. We have four communicants on the Electoral Roll.

 

As of the end of February our evening service on the last Sunday of each month will now

take the form of band led worship. We hope to encourage families to attend possibly

connecting with those we have come to know through Messy Church. The service time has

moved forward an hour to 5.00pm.

Messy Church on the whole is very well attended, the Christmas event in particular seeing

over 40 children in church. There will be five Messy Church events during 2019.

cont

"The last Sunday of

the month now has

band-led worship 

at 5pm."
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Charlotte held her first Eucharist at St Tydfil's

last June, which was a marvellous occasion.

 

Our bell ringers continue to ring for our

monthly services and in addition ring for

weddings, funerals & other special events. Last

May they rang a quarter peel to celebrate the

marriage of HRH Prince Henry of Wales and Ms

Megan Markle. Also in May they entered a band

in the Llandaff Branch of the Llandaff &

Monmouth Association of church bellringers,

striking competition which took place at

Baglan, gaining 2nd place in the call change

section. This was then followed in July by 3rd

place at the Llandaff Branch vs Monmoth

Branch competition at Michaelston-y-fedw.



ST TYDFIL’S OLD PARISH CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT 

In addition to our own ringers we have a good number of visiting bands.

 

Following some vandalism last August insurance work has been carried out at the rear of

the church to repair damaged bath stone and to replace stolen leadwork.We are currently

in discussion with EDF Energy regarding the electricity supply to the clock tower.

Responsibility for the bills for the tower have always been covered by MTCBC but in August

of 2017 the responsibility was transferred to St Tydfil’s without our knowledge. Fr Mark has

written to the local council objecting to the way in which this was done but to no avail thus

leaving St Tydfils with a large and unexpected bill.

 

 

Elaine Fisher and Bill Evans 

In November for All Souls day a service was

held in memory of departed loved ones,

this was well attended as always.

December too was busy again with school

concerts and carol services. Our own craft

fair and carol service were very successful. 

 

We have plenty of events planned for the

rest of the year including a tea dance and

a tree planting to replace the old tree we

had to remove last year.
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Our regular services have taken place as

usual throughout the year. The Blessing of

Animals service in October was very well

attended. We were blessed with lovely

weather once again and the grounds and

the church itself were filled with animals. A

donation was made to the RSPCA

Rehoming Centre in Newport.

"The grounds and

the church were

filled with animals"



ST TYDFIL'S WELL CHURCH SUB WARDENS' REPORT

We continue to have a problem with the

bell cote, water is still coming in but Albert

and Flaherty have promised to have

another look at it in the new year, we are

keeping our fingers crossed!

 

During the last year we lost three faithful

members - Gwyneth French, Peter Morgan

and David Davies. Our love and sympathy

are with their families.

 

Looking forward to 2019, Rev'd Charlotte is

introducing a service of Evensong and

Benediction. 

 

Our Church hall is being used by a number

of community groups, we have Zumba, a

Neighbourhood Community Group, an

older persons club, a playgroup, Scouts,

Cubs and Beavers and a photographic

club.

 

Jeff and Sue wish to thank everyone at St

Tydfil's Well Church for their help and

support throughout the year.

Sue Morris and Jeff Davies

It has been a busy year at St Tydfil's Well

Church, we decided to renew the kitchen

in the church hall so all our fund raising

gas been geared to this purpose. As of

Christmas 2018 we were just about half

way there. We held a very successful

Champagne Afternoon Tea, a coffee

morning, a well supported Christmas Fair

and a lovely Sherry Tasting evening with

Yolanda. We are hopeful we will be able to

complete work on the kitchen by Summer

2019.

 

Junior Church is consistently attended by

two or three children who thoroughly

enjoy the experience.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Eucharist / Worship Together, on

the first Sunday of the month, has

invigorated our worship and enriched our

selection of hymns. Despite some

reservations we have decided to continue

with it.

 

For our Christmas celebrations this year,

we held a Family Service focusing on St

Nicholas it was very well attended and the

children were very excited to receive

chocolate coins in their shoes!

 

Jan and John Davies did a fantastic job

revamping the entrance porch to the

church hall, covering the ceiling in upvc

panels, laminating the floor and painting

the walls. Our special thanks goes to them

for all their hard work.

"The children were very

excited to receive chocolate

coins in their shoes!"
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SS PETER & PAUL CHURCH REPORT 

CHURCH BUILDING

On the 4th March 2019, we celebrated the first anniversary of the new worship space /

community hall. It has been a great year getting to know and use the new space. We are

continuing to work on the building and making sure we have everything we need to allow

us to serve the local community and beyond. Next, we are looking towards the grounds of

the building. Plans are afoot, which include developing a carpark. A special highlight was

the joyful Service of Redication conducted by Bishop June on July 11th 2018. 

 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

Despite the upheaval of having to move from our temporary home in Zion chapel,

Abercanaid and set up in our new space in the early part of 2018, we have managed to keep

our numbers steady week in and week out.

 

WEDNESDAY OAP CLUB

The Wednesday OAP Club goes from strength to strength. During the building works, they

had been meeting in The Richard’s Arms, Abercanaid, but they are now back home in the

newly refurbished church hall - where they have not only enjoyed playing bingo, but also

partaking in afternoon tea.

USE OF THE CHURCH BUILDING

In September 2018, we opened our doors to the local and church community to give

everyone the opportunity to see the new worship area and refurbished hall. The event was

well supported and there was a steady stream of people throughout the day. The day ended

with a service of thanksgiving. As a result of this open day, Dawn Bowden AM and Gerald

Jones MP have both held surgeries in the building.

 

The Church hall has been also been used for family functions, such as birthday parties, and

we hope that now the refurbishment is complete we can hold further functions there in the

future.

 

FETES

We have had 2 very successful fetes, both raising in excess of £1,000. These were the first to

be held in the refurbished hall so were great milestones for us. We are still learning how to

use the new space to the fullest, but we are enjoying the learning process.

Dr Claire Price 

"Our joyful Service of

Redication was

conducted by Bishop

June last July."
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ST DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH CHOIR

Since I wrote my report last year, there has

been so much water under the proverbial

bridge! We have welcomed Carol back into

the choir and Nick has joined us. Kathryn

Thomas is no longer with us; she and

Matthew now live in Swansea and that is,

understandably, a long way to travel on a

regular basis. However, it is good to see

them in the congregation when they are

able to get to St David’s, and we had a

most wonderful Wedding service for them,

when most of the choir was able to be

there to support them.

 

Kacper started his Master’s in Chemistry in

October. When writing about choristers

who leave for university, it is usually with a

heavy heart, because we lose them to

university cities like Durham, Oxford,

Cambridge, St Andrews and Pontypridd!

However, in this case, both our choir, our

parish and the University of Wales have

struck lucky, as Kacper decided that

Cardiff would be his natural choice for

university. We are so grateful that he will

still be with us for a few years at least.

Kacper was presented with a cheque from

the choir (as is tradition) to enable him to

buy a book or two for his course, and

before he started university, around

twenty-five of us gathered to celebrate his

18th Birthday at the Morlais Castle Golf

Club, where a most splendid meal was

enjoyed and a fantastic cake was in

evidence. 

 

Some of our choristers have been quite ill

this year with ‘The Bug’ that has been

going around. Zellica Matthews underwent

successful surgery on her knee and as she

has been jetting off to some of the most

exotic places in the world, we can see that

the procedure was successful!

 

A notable wedding anniversary was

celebrated by Robin and Diana – GOLDEN!

50 years of wedded bliss, so Robin tells me!

The choir bought them a rather splendid 

Dartington Crystal bowl inscribed with

‘50th Wedding Anniversary’ and with a

lovely ‘Golden’ effect in the crystal itself.

Robin and Diana were greatly pleased with

this gift and even more so when we told

them that we found the bowl in a charity

shop – Tenovus. They were so happy that

the charity was also was part of their

celebration.

 

Gill Davies celebrated a milestone birthday

and Lynne Carpenter became a

grandmother (again) and enjoys her trips to

Grantham to see her new grandchild.

Last summer I had the privilege to play the

magnificent organ in Llandaff cathedral. It

was a sheer joy. The instrument is the

largest Cathedral organ to be have been

built in the UK since that of Coventry

Cathedral in the 1960’s. The console is well

laid out and it is a very comfortable

instrument to play. The tonal breadth of

the instrument is truly amazing, from the

quietest Celeste to the majesty of the Full

Organ, the sound of which fills the whole

church. The Solo Tuba stop is ravishing and

I delighted (?) the congregation by

introducing the tune for ‘Praise to The

Lord The Almighty’ on the Tuba with the

Octave Coupler drawn. What a sound. Hot

Coals, indeed! The instrument

(controversially) cost just over one and a

half million pounds and is deemed to be

one of the finest, if not, THE finest in the

land.
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ST DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH ORGAN

Of course, the BIG news this year was that

we were able to proceed with the plans to

install a new Solid State System on the

organ in St David’s and to enhance the

registration by adding some new ranks and

couplers. The new ranks are; Resultant Bass

32ft, Trombone 16ft to the Pedal Division,

Tromba 8ft and Tromba Clarion 4ft to the

Choir Division – the Tromba Clarion being

the gift of the Organ Builder - thank you

Anthony. The new couplers are; Choir to

Great, Swell Sub Octave to Great and

Tromba cut off. Explanation given by me if

needed. These additions have greatly

improved the versatility of the instrument.

 

HOWEVER... the new ranks are in an old

instrument and will take time to settle in –

this could take a few years. Please be

patient if things sound odd for a while.

Interestingly, the Tromba and Trombone

came from a school in Aberdare and have

been in storage for many years. We are so

happy to have these pipes, now, in St.

David’s. I started appealing and fund

raising for this project over two years ago

and funds were coming in slowly but

surely. 

The biggest fund raiser is our monthly Afternoon Tea and Bingo event that usually occurs

around the 18th of the month on a Friday, in the music room in St David’s. Great fun, great

food and a very happy afternoon. It is supported by around twenty loyal folk, including two

dear ladies who do not ‘belong’ to the parish but are most welcome and give very

substantially for our cause. It would be so nice if some of our regular members of the

congregation would join us as this is such an easy and enjoyable way to raise funds. We are

so grateful to Fr John for coming along and calling the numbers. No 14, The Lawn Mower!

Don’t know? He’ll explain. Over the last two plus years, our Tea and Bingo afternoon has

raised in excess of £4,000 for the organ fund. 

 

Elsewhere in this report, you will read of the need to raise over £100,000 for the repair, re-

decoration and re-furbishment of St David’s, the Parish Church. Now that the organ fund

has achieved its goal, it is our firm intention to continue these Bingo afternoons and the

proceeds thereof will be channelled into the Restoration account.

16

cont

"The big news is that

we were able to

proceed with the plans

for the organ."



ST DAVID'S PARISH CHURCH ORGAN

BUT MOST SIGNIFICANTLY: This Organ project could not have been started, and finished,

without the generous bequest of our most dear friend and member, NORMAN COLLINS.

Thank you so much from all of us. May you Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. I was so glad

that I was able to be acquainted with you in your final few years. The choir bought a plaque

to affix to the organ in memory of Norman. It is simple - Welsh Slate, with an inscription,

NORMAN COLLINS with his birth and death dates inscribed thereon. This special plaque has

been affixed to the organ case.

 

I am so happy to announce another series of Summer organ recitals taking place in St

David’s in May, June and July this year. The recitalists being Adam Parrish, (May), David

Thomas (June) and Stephen Moore (July). Please do come along, listen to our newly

restored organ and swell the coffers of our restoration account – even if organ music is not

your thing!!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our newly refurbished organ is attracting outside attention with two societies visiting us to

see, play and listen. In March we welcomed the South East Wales Organists’ Association, of

which both Roger, Kacper and I are members, and in October we host the Swansea

Organists’ Association.

 

My grateful thanks must be recorded once again for our good friend, Roger Davies, who has

stepped on to the bench during my holidays and at times when there are more funerals

than I can attend. Roger does this without question or condition and I am sure that as well

as my thanks, I can pass on the thanks of our congregation. Roger has a few challenging

months ahead of him and our thoughts and prayers will be with him and his delightful

wife, Lynne.

 

Finally, it has been a sincere privilege to work alongside such a group of devoted and

talented choristers. THANK YOU, for your loyalty, your enthusiasm, your devotion and your

encouragement. We hope that our contribution enhances the reason that we are all here -

The Worship of God Almighty. Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Dr Christopher Wilkinson
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"We will have

another series of

Summer organ

recitals this year."



MESSY CHURCH 

What a year we have had in Messy Church! At the end of last year, we focussed on the

teaching at Messy, streamlining the craft to support the teaching and to help apply the

Gospel to day to day living. We have also increased the number of sessions from 4 over the

year, to 5 between October and June, which allows us to have messy church every other

month. 

 

We have seen a huge response to these changes as our average attendance has grown from

26 to 34, and within that we have seen a small, regular congregation develop.

Rev Charlotte

"For the first time ever,

we held Messy Church

does Science!"

We have a small but very committed team

– our Messy Makers – who make all of this

happen. I would like to thank them all for

their hard work and dedication to our

mission to young people.

For the fist time ever, we held Messy

Church does Science. Unlike our usual

Messy Church which depends upon craft to

support our teaching, we teamed up with

Swansea Medical School and used

scientific experiments to explore what it

means to be ‘Fearfully and wonderfully

made’ Ps. 139:14. The day was a huge

success with more children turning up

than we knew what to do with – we even

made it into Croeso magazine! As a result

of this, we have included a messy science

table in each of our messy church sessions

and we plan to hold another Messy Church

does Science in June 2019.
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SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT & OPEN THE BOOK

SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT

 

There are seven primary schools in our

parish with over 1,000 pupils in

attendance. That is a lot of young people

to share the Gospel with! Fr Mark and Rev

Charlotte have continued to engage with

all the schools in our parish and develop a

good relationship with them. 

 

Through our work with the Message Wales

Higher Tour, Fr Mark has developed a

relationship with Cyfarthfa High School

and is regularly attending their assemblies.

 

This ongoing relationship brings us great

joy as we share stories from the Bible

which are familiar to us but are brand new

to this generation. We may not see our

church numbers grow through this

ministry, but the Kingdom of God is

undoubtedly growing.

OPEN THE BOOK 

 

We have been attending Caedraw School

now for over 10 years. Although we are a

small team of 6 story-tellers we are all

there most weeks.

 

We have had some problems in the last

year with members missing through illness

and other commitments. But we usually

manage to do an assembly every Thursday

at 2pm in term time.

  Jan Lewis

Team Leader Open the Book

Rev Charlotte

"Sharing Bible stories

which are brand new

to this generation."
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If anybody would like to come and see

what we do and perhaps join in, just let me

know as I will have to clear your visit with

the school.

 

This year is the 20th anniversary of Open

The Book and we hope to try something a

little different later in the year.



ST DAVID'S MOTHERS' UNION

2018 proved to be a very mixed year for Mothers’ Union. We had a few interesting speakers.

Sue Calike spoke on mental health. Annette Golding a Police Community Support Worker

spoke about her role in the community. And of course we had one of Eric’s now famous

Quizzes. We supported the Stephen and George annual Children's Literacy festival, the

Woman's World Day of Prayer and the Thy Kingdom Come 24-hour prayer day. Along with

supporting many Deanery, Diocesan and worldwide projects.

We started a feed the homeless project lead by Judy Hopkins by providing a hot meal for

homeless people once a month. Judy kick started this project by bravely sleeping rough in

the grounds of the church one cold night in December! She raised £600 for the project

through sponsorship.

 

We also started the Period Poverty project towards the end of 2018 but due to the

constrains of Mothers Union this has now become a Church project. But it is well

supported by members of Mothers’ Union and the congregation of both St. David’s and the

Quar church and I am in the process of speaking to other  women's groups in the Borough

to ask for their help.

 

During 2018 we decided to change our meetings from four a month to two a month due to

poor attendance. However this doesn’t appear to have had the desired effect. Therefore

this year we are listening more to the ideas and suggestions of members and

implementing as many as possible.

Judy Hopkins

"Mothers' Union 

prayer station for 

Thy Kingdom Come."
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KNIT AND NATTER

Knit and Natter is a newly formed fellowship group which was formed in November 2018 by

Jacqui Nutt-Davies and Brenda Griffiths. During the 'For the Fallen' event, they realised how

well they got along and how few cross-parish fellowship groups existed, and in response

they worked with the clergy to form this new group.

Rev Charlotte
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There is no requirement for people to knit, but as the

group has evolved, people have brought along a

variety of craft based activities to do while enjoying

the company of others. The group was gifted a large

supply of wool which they have used to make scarves

and blankets, which are donated to local homeless

charities; and baby clothes and soft toys which have

been donated to the ’Fish and Chip Babies’, a charity

that homes abandoned babies in The Gambia. In

addition, they collect money from within the group

to purchase light refreshments, however they have

been so generous with their giving, that the excess

funds have been donated to support the parish's

‘Period Poverty’ scheme.

The group has proven to be very popular and is well attended by people not only from all

four churches in the parish, but also those who do not regularly attend church. God has

blessed them and we pray that He continues to do so.

 

Should you wish to join them, they meet at St David’s Church on the first and third Monday

of the month at 2pm.

In June 2018, Rev. Charlotte applied to the Armed Forces Covenant fund for a grant to

purchase three seated ‘Tommy’ silhouettes to commemorate the fallen soldiers of Merthyr

Tydfil. Having successfully won the bid, an open invitation was given to the parish to anyone

who would be interested in forming a planning group with her to arrange some type of fund

raising concert. Claire Price, Jan & John Davies, Liz (and by extension Ken!) Lewis, Brenda

Griffiths, Matthew Jones and Dorothy Evans all responded and were keen to help.

 

The silhouettes inspired the team to create a week-long celebration of the end of WWI

which was launched with a free concert to raise money for the charity ‘There But Not There’

at St David’s Church. This exceptionally well attended concert welcomed local dignitaries,

including the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Glamorgan, The Mayor, Dawn Bowden AM, Gerald

Jones MP, as well as ex service personnel, members of the Royal British Legion, Royal Air

Force Air Cadets, parishioners and members of the wider community.

FOR THE FALLEN

cont



FOR THE FALLEN
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The mixed choir Con Voce and local historian Huw Williams were delighted to lead the

evening. Huw Williams lead us through the service with poignant stories of local heroes

who not only went to the Great War, but subsequent wars too. His stories were punctuated

with poetry readings from Gerald Jones MP, Jan Lewis St John Ambulance First Aid, Cdt.

Hollie Symmonds 415 Merthyr Tydfil Squadron Royal Air Force Air Cadets, Ian Hopkins,

Amelia Warren and Jacqueline Nutt-Davies; alongside musical tributes from Con Voce. The

evening was topped off by a jolly sing-along to some vintage war time classics. 

Not to mention the historic video of ‘Julian & Julian Jnr’ – tanks that were paraded outside of

St David’s Church in 1915 to rally the war effort. There was a Wall of Memories created from the

photographs of family members of parishioners from across the parish, as well as special

displays by Cliff Perry of St David’s Church, Ray Cushion and Barbra Dowling of Ss Peter and

Paul’s, and The Royal British Legion. Ysgol Santes Tudful, Caedraw Primary School and

Cyfarthfa Primary School also showcased some of the projects and art work that they had

undertaken learning about The Great War.

 

Michael Baldwin, a visitor to the exhibition commented “I’ve been to The Imperial War

Museum but I’ve never been to a more moving exhibition than this one.” The effects of this

event have been far reaching as Gerald Jones MP spoke of the exhibition in Parliament and

used us as an example of how the public support the plight of ex-service personnel – we have

been recorded in Hansard and immortalised in British history! The charity ‘There But Not

There’ is an umbrella charity managed by ‘Remembered’. It inspires us to Commemorate the

Fallen through highlighting the sacrifices they made. To Educate all generations about the

Great War, particularly today’s younger generation; And to help heal those suffering from the

hidden wounds of post-traumatic stress disorder and other lasting legacies of combat, by

raising funds for their beneficiary charities:

The following week saw the church open

between 10am and 6pm, Monday to Friday, for

the public to view the silhouettes and to

remember the fallen at our wall of

remembrance, pay their respects at our eternal

flame, and view a fascinating exhibit about the

history of the Great War and its impact upon

Merthyr Tydfil. This exhibition was a real

community effort, as the foliage framing the

eternal flame was provided by The Outdoor

Projects Team at Cyfarthfa Greenhouses. The

exhibition information boards were produced

by the planning team, St John Ambulance First

Aid, and Christopher Parry Community Officer

at Cyfarthfa Castle & Art Museum; who not only

provided information boards, but also a short

film about the Conscientious Objectors Trials

held in Merthyr Tydfil.

cont



THY KINGDOM COME

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites Christians around the world

to pray for more people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016 as an invitation from

the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church of England has grown into an

international and ecumenical call to prayer. In May 2018, our parish responded to this call

and made the pledge to pray.We committed to 24 hours of prayer at St David’s Church on

16-17 May. During these two 12-hour sessions, people from all over our parish, as well as the

Parish of Christ Church Cyfarthfa committed one hour of their time to pray for Merthyr

Tydfil.

 

This was the first time that the parish had hosted such an event, and it was met with

curiosity and a little trepidation. St David’s was transformed into a prayer space with lots of

prayer stations, including prayers for families which were provided by Mothers' Union, to

prayers for our schools, for the homeless, for our town’s regeneration and for our churches.

Rev Charlotte
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Those who attended found that their hour

prayer slots passed by quickly and decided

to stay longer, whilst others who had never

experienced this type of prayer event were

surprised at how easy it was to engage

with prayer.

 

I hope that the parish would commit to

continue to pray for our home town in the

coming year. I have no doubt that God is

on the move and things are changing in

this place. Let us continue to pray and see

what God will do.

Over £1,000 was raised by public donations however the rest was raised by corporate

donations and the purchase of 9 additional silhouettes. We would like to thank the

following individuals and organisations who partnered with us and supported the event

financially or sponsored a silhouette: Daisy Chain Florist Dowlais; K. D. Crandon & Son

Funeral Directors; Farm Foods Merthyr Tydfil; Ruggers Merthyr Tydfil; Wilko St Tydfil’s

Precinct; The Mayor, Cllr. Clive Tovey; Caradoc Price, T.P Griffiths & Sons, Funeral Directors;

Mark Stephens, Halo Financial Solutions Merthyr Tydfil; Flowline Civil Engineering,

Pentrebach; The Rev Canon Ian, Davies St. Thomas the Apostle Hollywood Boulevard,

U.S.A; Richard Davies, Financial Contracting Merthyr Tydfil; Mr & Mrs E V Keen; Jan & John

Davies; Joy and Chris Robbins; Albert & Flaherty Ltd, Merthyr Tydfil; The Willows

Abercanaid; D J Protheroe and Sons LTD, Family run Funeral Directors.

Fr Mark

FOR THE FALLEN



PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT

TThe PCC has met on 4 occasions during the past year.

 

St. Tydfil’s Well, The Quar - Monday 4th June 2018

St. David’s Parish Church - Monday 3rd September 2018

Ss. Peter & Paul - Monday 26th November 2018

St. Tydfil’s OPC - Monday 4th March 2019     

 

This has been an incredibly busy and productive year punctuated by

some amazing events in particular our “For the Fallen Concert and

Exhibition” – an initiative of Rev. Charlotte. The event attracted well over

a thousand visitors of all ages, raising funds for a local charity and was

actually mentioned in the House of Commons!

 

Along with this, at long last, the re-design and building works at Ss Peter

and Paul in Abercanaid were realised crowned with a packed re-

dedication service officiated by Bishop June.

 

Many thanks are offered to all those involved in these initiatives and the

many others events that took place in our Parish.

 

The PCC meetings gave us the ability to plan, formalise and introduce a

large number of policies, events and campaigns, including:

 

1.    Charity registration

2.   Gift aid

3.   Use of balcony at St David’s for homeless soup kitchen

4.   Change of service times

5.   Concerns re event scheduling outside St Tydfil's OPC

6.   Our Diocesan Mission

7.   Mission Group Set Up & Strategy

8.   Evangelism Explosion

9.   Invite Weekend

10. Discipleship Study Courses

cont
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT

 

11.  Giving for Life Stewardship campaign

12.  Lay Pastoral Chaplaincy Activities

13.  Safeguarding

14.  Formalisation of Homelessness Policy

15.  Introduction of Baptism Booklet

16.  Introduction of God-Parent Booklet

17.  Introduction of Baptism Classes & Booklet

18.  Formalisation of Marriage Preparation Classes

19.  Review of new integrated software to assist with communication

and growth

20.  Welcome activities with our new sister Church, Christchurch

Cyfarthfa

21.  Faculty application for remedial work and decoration at St David’s

22.  Faculty application for fountain outside St David’s

23.  Faculty application for Quinquennial works as advised by Architect

for St David’s

24.  Planning for our Year of Pilgrimage

25.  Ecumenical Relationships

26.  Health & Safety

27.  Period Poverty

28.  Christmas Event Planning etc

Nigel Gunter PCC Secretary

Our profound thanks to Fr Mark, Rev'd Charlotte, Fr John and our

Reader Ken Lewis for their spiritual guidance and unflagging energy

and infectious enthusiasm. A thank you also to everyone else who helps

support and maintain our Parish life, infrastructure and worship – you all

know who you are!
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DEANERY & DIOCESAN CONFERENCES

Deanery and Diocesan members were invited by the Bishop of Llandaff, June Osborne’s to

reflect on the theological principles that will help to guide and shape our ministry over the

coming years. 

 

To achieve this, Bishop June invited representatives from each of the deaneries to form a

task group to facilitate the process and to report on the outcomes. These results were

collated and helped feed into part of Bishop June’s address and presentation at the

Diocesan Conference. An additional meeting was held at Ystrad Mynach chaired by Jan

Boyce (our Diocesan Accountant) and The Reverend Canon Richard Lowndes. The theme of

the meeting concerned “Stewardship - Giving for Life”. 

 

It was agreed that the three best descriptions of Stewardship were “Practicing our Faith,

Discipleship and an ethic that embodies the responsible planning and management of

resources”. The meeting concentrated on these themes and discussed how best to apply

them with particular reference to raising funds for our Parishes. This initiative is currently

being studied by our PCC.

Nigel Gunter

Deanery Conference

Diocesan Conference

Our Diocesan Conference took place in Bridgend on the 29thSeptember 2018.

 

Following the opening Eucharist, The Right Reverend June Osborne, Bishop of Llandaff, ,

delivered her presidential address in which she thanked everyone from senior staff to

clergy, the laity and school staff for the work they did. She explained how the new strategy,

which had been compiled following extensive consultation, would help guide the work of

the diocese over the next five years.

 

The Bishop said, “Clarity with confidence was what people said they wanted therefore I’ve

been in the business of helping us develop a shared vision, a picture of what we’d like the

diocese to be in five years.” She spoke of highlights from within the Vision which included

the theme of outreach, the burden of buildings and how to better reach young people.

 

The conference then broke into 11 groups which were tasked with discussing what excited

them about the Diocesan Vision and they were also asked for ideas about how the Vision

was delivered. In reporting back on the day they were asked to categorise bullet points

within the Vision into urgent, important and non-essential. Shifting the focus of the church

to outreach was seen as a top priority by many groups, the conference heard.

 

Information from these sessions and that gathered during consultations held across the

diocese during the summer will be used to help finalise the Diocesan Vision, which will be

publicised once it has been completed.

 

Our new conference secretary, The Reverend Canon Nigel Cahill opened the afternoon

session, followed by the business of the day including a presentation on diocesan finances

by the Chair of the DBF Mr Michael Lawley.
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MISSION GROUP REPORT

Following encouragement from the PCC the Mission Group has expanded its membership

to all our neighbouring parishes. That is to Christ Church Cyfarthfa, Dowlais and Penydarren

and Troedyrhiw with Merthyr Vale. The group were aware that the diocese was preparing to

launch a vision and that 2020 was going to be a year of pilgrimage. To this end it has spent

time thinking what ‘pilgrimage’ might mean to the people who attend our parishes. The

group came up with the idea that there are three important aspects to pilgrimage – there is

the pilgrimage within, the local pilgrimage and the national / international pilgrimage. They

felt that as parishes we should put on a ‘Prepare for Pilgrimage’ course and they are busy

writing that course which will be launched at the same time as the official diocesan launch

of the year of pilgrimage at the diocesan conference on the 28th September 2019. The

group is also considering how the parish may fully engage with the diocesan vision. The

Diocese of Llandaff: Where Faith Matters is made up of three sections. 1) Telling a joyful

Story, 2) Growing the Kingdom of God, 3) Building our Capacity for Good. It is a delight that

one lay member of the group is also a member of the diocesan coordinating group.

It would be good to see a renewed interest by the churches in the field of Mission. 

 

Each church should be nominating up to two people to sit on this committee which

regularly reports back to the PCC. Is God calling you to encourage Mission in this place?

Fr Mark

The Finance Group have met three times this year. The major piece of work that the Group

do is to work out how the “Fairer Share” is shared across our churches. There are many ways

that this could be done but the system we use is based on a rolling three-year average

attendance figure. The three years means that if a church is growing it is not penalised and

if it is declining that is taken into consideration. Over the five years I have now been doing

this with this Group we have found that this system also means that there aren’t sudden

changes which would be difficult for churches to manage. In October of 2018 I went half

time and so this reduced the parish share for 2019. Whilst easing the current burden on

parish finances we do need to look to the future. The reality is that in a parish with four

churches and a population of 22,000 we really need two full time clerics. I can’t say how

grateful I am for the incredible amount of work that Rev'd Charlotte does and the service

cover and other jobs that Fr John does. Without them we simply couldn’t manage. The

finance group has oversight of the current stewardship campaign that is entitled ‘Giving for

Life’ and I hope that it will make us a more generous people. Each individual church is

currently facing challenges and I hope that through the work of the finance group that we

can discern clear ways of supporting each other going forward.

FINANCE GROUP REPORT

Fr Mark

27



SAFEGUARDING REPORT

There have been no safeguarding issues in the Parish in the last year. Documentation is up

to date and records are secure.

 

I hope to update my training later this year but have not had any news of training being

offered so far.

Fr Mark

I know that Rev'd Charlotte, Fr John and I would like to give many thanks for the work of

the lay pastors over the last twelve months. I have, personally, been so grateful for their

support in an incredible variety of situations. It is also a great joy to meet and pray with

them all on a regular basis. It is following a prayer time that we share insights in to our work

and think about the future and it was in one of these meetings that a request came from

the lay pastors to be more involved in the pastoral care of the church. A particular request

was that lay pastors could visit those who were alone and possibly lonely and we have

begun this process.

 

The lay pastors offer creche facilities to the families we are preparing for a baptism /

christening. A number of these classes have taken place already and two lay pastors have

always been present. They have provided that lay presence and voice that helps to

encourage the engagement we have with young families and moves it on from being just

about the clergy.

LAY PASTOR REPORT

HEALTH & SAFETY REPORT

Very many thanks to those who have volunteered to build a picture of Health and Safety in

each of our buildings. As we develop understanding and share good practice we are

becoming more aware of the importance of sensible health and safety procedures. It is

often found that far from being a restriction on things that we do it gives us confidence to

do them correctly. Examples of when risk assessments have taken place is when we have

had the schools in for large concerts. Thankfully due to advice, care and consideration we

have had literally thousands of people through our doors this year without incident. Long

may this continue.

Jan Lewis - Safeguarding Officer

Fr Mark
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PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

I am in my third year as Parish Administrator and I work from the office at Llwyncelyn

House for six hours every week, usually from 11.00am-1.00pm on Monday, Tuesday and

Thursday.  The administration work is varied from answering the phone and emails to

typing letters and keeping records up to date.

 

I also deal with funeral ministry, arranging home visits for Fr Mark and for Lay Pastors to

attend the funeral visit when needed. The Lay Pastors are informed of the date and time of

visit along with the information they need.

 

I liaise with Lay Pastors who are also attending Baptism Preparation Classes to help the

families with children while they are being informed of the process of Baptisms.

 

I also keep records of Weddings and Baptism taking place in our Parish.

 

As always, with office work, there are always smaller tasks to be done such as putting

leaflets together for services and photocopying.

 

The Annual Returns and Fabric Reports are due soon and will be filed electronically again

this year, it is good to keep up with technology and makes the job easier. I hear we may be

having some new software, so that will be another interesting journey!

Fr Mark

OCCASIONAL OFFICES

Lynda Price

The occasional offices are the Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals and this year include

marriage blessings and memorial services. We continue to do a high number of occasional

offices in the service of the local community and I know that my colleagues consider that it

is a real privilege to conduct services. It is surprising how many people are involved in the

organisation of these offices. The process always begins with the Parish Office where if

Lynda doesn’t take the call she certainly has to deal with the bookings. Communication is

then to Liz Lewis and Dr Chris and for funerals a lay pastor will be booked for the visit.

Including the minister that is a minimum of five people per service. Many involve a number

of contacts so I would like to say a very big thank you to all who are involved in the

management and organisation of our occasional offices. We couldn’t do without each other

and we work well together. I know that one of our frustrations as a parish is that we don’t

see people outside of these occasional offices and I simply share that frustration with you

and ask that we may all make it a priority in our prayer life to ask how we may enable better

engagement in the future.
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WORSHIP

With all four churches in full operation the opportunity to attend a worship service is never

long away. We conduct mid-week services at St Tydfil’s Well and St David’s as well as a Vigil

Eucharist at St. Tydfil’s every Saturday evening and Mother’s Union Service once a month on

a Monday. I would like to thank the serving teams for their dedication in service preparation

and delivery at all our churches. Much of what we do could not happen without you.

 

The same goes for the experimental worship that is using a group of musicians to lead the

worship. I would like to thank all who have given up their time on various occasions during

the year to play in a band. I look forward to the development of this worship which

currently has its main slot at 5pm at St Tydfil’s on the last Sunday of the month. In the

parish there is beginning to be a variety of ways to worship. May I encourage each person to

experience things that may not initially appeal if for no other reason than to broaden our

understanding and to appreciate why we enjoy what we enjoy.

Fr Mark

START!

Fr Mark

ECUMENICAL LINKS

A number of projects across Merthyr continue to be peopled by many denominations. This

winter time has seen provision for those who find themselves homeless in various churches

through the partnership with Shalom Ministries. We had a lovely ecumenical service at High

Street Baptist Church to see us into Advent.

Rev Charlotte

This year, Rev Charlotte ran START! a course which is primarily aimed at those on the fringe

of church or new to faith, and can be equally as stimulating and challenging for those who

have walked with Jesus most of their life. A small but diverse group of people from across

the parish met weekly at Ss Peter & Paul to explore their Christian faith. The course was

delivered through a series of engaging videos, lively discussions, interactive exercises,

studying Bible passages and prayer. We grappled with questions about God, Jesus, Sin, the

power of the Cross and a life with God. One participant commented how the course had

helped to revive their relationship with God, while another felt that they were curious about

Jesus and keen to learn more about Him.

 

This course will become part of the parishes regular engagement with those who are

curious about Christ and new Christians. Why don’t you join in and bring your family and

friends to START! to discover Jesus for themselves?
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CHURCH MAINTENANCE & QUINQUENNIAL REPORT

All four churches are up to date with their Quinquennials. At St David’s the architect has

produced specifications for the work involved and we have been out to tender. These have

been received back and we have accepted a tender for £101,000. We are currently in the

process of seeking grants and will shortly be applying for faculties for the work involved. At

St Tydfil’s we are initiating the process with the architect to write the specification for the

necessary work. There is no outstanding work at St Tydfil’s Well, and Ss Peter and Paul,

despite having one or two teething problems, is in first class condition.

There were a number of meetings during 2018 culminating in all members of the PCC

meeting with Rev’d Michael Gable at Christ Church Cyfarthfa. He gave us an interesting

history of the progress made in Pontypridd and the unique way the clergy work together in

that place. Rather than have one permanently in overall charge they work on a rotating

three yearly first amongst equals basis. He spoke about the delights and the pitfalls and

encouraged the parishes involved in our conversations to explore ways forward. Since then

there has been no further conversation between the clergy or the laity until the Area Dean

called a meeting on 27th March 2019. This was because Bishop June has said that looking

forward she did not want clergy to be isolated and that she was only going to resource

identified Mission / Ministry Areas or Rectorial benefices. We were encouraged by the

Archdeacon and Area Dean to identify our areas and decide on ways forward. At the time of

writing I am looking forward to those discussions with him and my fellow clergy on Tuesday

16th April 2019.

MINISTRY AREA CONVERSATIONS

Fr Mark

Fr Mark

PARISH WEBSITE & FACEBOOK PRESENCE

Jayne Caudle

The parish website continues to perform well

and generates regular enquiries for occasional

offices and other matters. The Squarespace

platform has proved robust and I continue to

cross publish articles to Facebook to encourage

visitors to the site. We now have 357 people

following the Facebook page and 53 members

of the Facebook group. Please join in with our

online presence and if you have any feedback

let us know.
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HIGHWAY MAGAZINE & THE NEWS SHEET

Ken Lewis, Editor

Highway is published eleven times a year. We don’t publish in August (because nothing

happens in August). Eighty copies are printed and distributed to the churches in

proportion to their sizes. We used to post a few to people who have left the parish but, now

that the magazine is also available on line (in colour) at the parish website, that has

stopped. We subscribe to a service call Parish Pump which provides articles, cartoons and

pictures. Most of our cover pictures come from them. The amount of content we use from

Parish Pump varies from month to month depending on how much is sent to Highway

from within the parish.

We subscribe to a service called Parish Pump

which provides articles, cartoons and pictures.

Most of our cover pictures come from them. The

amount of content we use from Parish Pump

varies from month to month depending on how

much is sent to Highway from within the parish.

We are always on the lookout for parish news.

Anyone who is organising anything within the

parish (and even beyond) is most welcome to

send us the details. Is there something you want

to say? An event to report? Are you planning a

charity fund raiser? It doesn’t have to be to do

with the parish, as long as there’s some kind of

connection.We can’t publish extracts from other

publications without permission so any articles

should be your own work please.

"We are always on the lookout for parish news!"

THE NEWS SHEET

The news sheet contains the Sunday readings, a list of services and the notices for the week.

Dorothy co-ordinates the notices and sends them to me every Wednesday. The news sheet

is then sent out to various people for checking before photocopying on Friday. We print 150

copies per week which are allocated to the four churches according to the size of their

congregations.

 

THE PARISH ONLINE CALENDAR 

I’m also responsible for the parish’s online calendar which can be seen on both the “Service

Times” and “Events” pages of our excellent website. I try my very best to keep it accurate

and up to date. If you are planning or changing an event please let me know. Even if you

are changing an event at short notice (because of bad weather for example) it’s worth

telling me as the online calendar can be updated instantly. I would encourage everyone to

look at it regularly. The more we use it, the more useful it will be.

32



APPENDICES

ST. TYDFIL’S WELL

Brenda Griffiths

Roger Morgan

Dorothy Jones

 

SS. PETER & PAUL

Mary Adlam

Barbara Walsh

Co-opted Dr Claire Price

 

ST. TYDFIL’S

Nigel Gunter

Liz Lewis

Jan Lewis

ST. DAVID’S

Maria Thomas

Lynda Price

Elizabeth Martin-Jones

Clive Jones

Lynne Carpenter

Pat Howells

The People’s Sub-Wardens

 

St Tydfil’s Well – Sue Morris

SS Peter & Paul – Vacant

St Tydfil’s – Bill Evans

St David’s – Ian Hopkins

The Priest in Charge Sub-Wardens

 

St Tydfil’s Well – Jeff Davies

SS Peter & Paul – Vacant

St Tydfil’s – Elaine Fisher

St David’s – Dorothy Evans

Parish People’s Warden: Sue Morris 

Parish Priest in Charge Warden: Bill Evans

Parish Treasurer: Marian Price

MY THANKS GO TO THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED THIS PARISH IN THE

FOLLOWING ROLES OVER THE LAST 12 MONTHS

Parochial Church Council

PCC Secretary - Mr Nigel Gunter

ST. TYDFIL’S WELL

Treasurer - Elaine Fisher

Michael Maguire

Carol O. Williams

John Davies

 

SS. PETER & PAUL 

Barbara Walsh

Catherine Jones

June Jones

Clive Jones

Maria Rowlands

Rhoswen Hatch

ST. TYDFIL’S  

Treasurer - Neil Morris

Clive Jones

Brenda Griffiths

Glenys Williams  

Church Committees

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ST. DAVID’S

Treasurer - Gareth Whale

Jill Hier

Nigel Gunter

Beverley Spink

Gordon Thomas

Bill Evans

Lynne Carpenter
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GOVERNING LEGISLATION

The life of the Parish shall be conducted in accordance with the Constitution of the Church 

in Wales, legislation relating to Parish Appointments and Representation, Cannon Law, and 

Diocesan Rules in force at the time.

 

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE AND APPOINTED ASSISTANT CURATE TO THE PARISH

Both the Priest–in-Charge and the Assistant Curate appointed to the Parish are ex-offcio at 

all meetings in the parish.

 

THE PARISH

The Parish of Merthyr Tydfil, St. David and Abercanaid is a single parish with one Parochial 

Church Council, one Parish Church and the Churches of St. Tydfil’s Well, the Church of St 

Peter and St. Paul & St. Tydfil’s.  Each church is to have a Sub-Committee. There is one 

corporate Electoral Roll for the purpose of representation at Church in Wales Governing 

Bodies.

 

CHILD PROTECTION & VULNERABLE ADULTS

A Child Protection and Vulnerable Adults Policy shall be agreed annually at the Annual 

Vestry in accordance with Diocesan Guidelines and relevant legislation, for implementation 

in all the churches of the parish. All churches to ensure that those working with Children 

and Vunerable Adults sign to say that they accept the policy.

 

THE PCC SECRETARY

An honorary Secretary is appointed from within church members.  If the person is not 

elected onto the PCC from one of the churches they shall not have voting rights.

 

THE PARISH TREASURER

The Parish Treasurer will be elected annually at the Annual Vestry Meeting, and is 

responsible for the administration of such financial matters within the Parish as concerns all 

the constituent churches, as determined by the PCC.

 

THE PARISH AUDITORS OR EXAMINERS

The Parish Auditors or Examiners are elected annually at the Annual Vestry Meeting, in 

accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 and subsequent legislation.

 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND SUB-COMMITTEES

At their first meeting after the Annual Vestry Meeting the PCC and Sub-Committee’s will 

appoint their Officers, their sub-committees and their representatives to other Parish 

Committees or outside bodies.

STANDING ORDERS FOR THE PARISH OF MERTHYR TYDFIL ST. DAVID 

AND ABERCANAID

                        cont
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QUORUM FOR MEETINGS

For a Meeting to take valid decisions, one third of the members must be present for voting.

 

COMPOSITION OF THE PCC

Stipendiary Licensed Ministers of this parish; Licensed Readers of this parish; Parish 

Treasurer; Parish Wardens; Sub-Wardens from St. David’s, St. Tydfil’s Well and Ss Peter & Paul 

& St Tydfil’s churches; 3 elected from St. David’s Church; 3 elected from St. Tydfil’s Well 

Church; 3 elected from Church of Ss Peter & Paul; 3 elected from St. Tydfil’s Church.

 

COMPOSITION OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF PCC

Priest-in-Charge, 1 Parish Warden, Parish Treasurer, PCC Secretary and 1 member from each 

church who are on the church’s committee. (8)

 

ROLE OF STANDING COMMITTEE

The role of the Standing Committee is to set the agenda for the meetings of the PCC or the 

Church Committee’s. The members of these committees should attempt to disseminate the 

content of the meetings to all in their churches especially to those who are on the 

committees.

 

DATES OF PCC MEETINGS AND AGENDA

Dates and venues of PCC Meetings are to be set and submitted one year in advance to the 

Annual Vestry Meeting. In addition to the Annual Vestry there shall be at least 4 PCC 

Meetings in every year.  Agendas for Meetings are to be displayed in the churches at least 

two Sundays in advance of the meetings, and minutes of the meetings are to be displayed 

within two weeks of the meeting for a period of at least two Sundays.  PCC Meetings are to 

be held at all four churches in sequence, unless particular difficulties prevent it.

 

ITEMS FOR PCC AGENDA

Items for Agenda which require decisions should be given to the relevant Secretary at least 

three weeks before the Meeting for inclusion in writing on the Agenda. 

 

RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE CHURCH COMMITTEE’S

The same rules of procedure and membership apply for Sub-Committee’s as for PCCs.

 

THE COMPOSITION OF THE CHURCH COMMITTEES

Priest-in-Charge, Readers based at that church, Parish Wardens, Sub-Wardens, PCC 

members from that church, Up to 6 church members elected from the Annual Vestry 

Meeting

                  cont
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STANDING COMMITTEE FOR EACH CHURCH (Only if required).

Priest-in-Charge, 1 Church Warden, Treasurer of that church, Secretary of that Church’s 

committee and one other person who sits on that church’s committee. (5)

 

DATES FOR CHURCH COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND AGENDAS

The dates and venues of Sub-Committee Meetings are to be set by the relevant church and 

submitted one year in advance to the Church Congregational Meeting.  In addition to the 

Congregational Meeting there shall be at least 4 Sub-Committee Meetings in every year. 

 Agendas for Meetings will be displayed in the Church at least two Sundays in advance of 

the meetings, and minutes of meetings displayed within one month of the meeting for at 

least two Sundays after.

 

ITEMS FOR THE CHURCH COMMITTEE AGENDA

Items for Agenda which require decisions should be given to the Sub-Committee secretary 

at last two weeks before the Meeting in writing for inclusion in the Agenda.  AOB can only 

be taken if three quarters of the Meeting agree to do so.

 

CHURCH COMMITTEE SPENDING LIMIT

The spending limit delegated to the Sub-Committee by the PCC is to be determined at the 

first PCC Meeting following the Annual Vestry Meeting.

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee shall meet as directed by the Annual Vestry meeting or the PCC 

and consist of the following; Priest-in-Charge, 1 Parish Warden, Parish Treasurer, PCC 

Secretary, treasurer from each church.

 

MISSION COMMITTEE

The Mission Committee shall meet as directed by the Annual Vestry meeting or the PCC and 

consist of the following; Priest-in-Charge, 1 Parish Warden, and up to 2 members of the 4 

churches who will report back to their respective Church Councils.

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING ORDERS

Proposals for amendments to these Standing Orders shall be presented to the Annual Vestry 

Meeting for discussion, and if agreed, shall come into force from the following Annual Vestry 

Meeting.
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Remember that everything on the Internet is public.  Many people may have access to the 

content or images you post online and information originally intended for friends and 

family can be passed on and traced back.  Always assume that all your social media 

communication is visible to everyone, anywhere.

If you are in any way referring to the Parish please identify your relationship to the 

organization and state ‘All views are my own’ in your profile.  Don’t use an alias or mislead 

people about your connection to the Parish.

Always treat people with respect and avoid speaking negatively about other people, 

companies or organisations.

Ensure you are not sharing sensitive or confidential information about yourself, the Parish 

or any person or organisations associated with the Parish.  This includes but is not limited 

to information on crisis situations, legal proceedings or financial or personal data.

Posts should be consistent with the Diocesan or Church in Wales’ policies for harassment, 

confidentiality, safeguarding, data protection and general rules of conduct.

Confirm that proposed content is accurate and not misleading.  Any information that 

directly refers back to the Parish must be capable of being verified.

Do not post text, images or videos that were created by someone else without their 

permission.  If permission has been granted ensure the originator has been credited and 

where possible link to source.  If you are not sure do not post it and ask for help.

Do not share links to unverified websites or other online sources using any Paris e-mail 

addresses as that may allow viruses to corrupt our server.

If you come across any content online that requires a response from the Parish please 

inform the Parish Office.

Media enquiries should be forwarded to the Parish office.

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATION POLICY

E-mail conversation-threads should not be used to express strongly held opinions or to 

argue for particular policies or positions.

 

If you receive an email which causes consternation then the next action should be to 

arrange a phone call or a face-to-face meeting.

 

If copying a large number of people into an email please use the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) 

option for the copy addresses.

E-MAIL POLICY

For people using social media for personal use, please uphold the following guidelines:
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PRIVACY NOTICE/GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 

DATA PRIVACY NOTICE 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Merthyr Tydfil St. David and Abercanaid 

1. Your personal data – what is it? 

Personal data relates to a living individual who can be identified from that data. Identification can 

be by the information alone or in conjunction with any other information in the data controller’s 

possession or likely to come into such possession. The processing of personal data is governed by 

the General Data Protection Regulation (the “GDPR”). 

2. Who are we? 

The PCC of Merthyr Tydfil St. David and Abercanaid is the data controller (contact details below). 

This means it decides how your personal data is processed and for what purposes. 

3. How do we process your personal data? 

The PCC of Merthyr Tydfil St. David and Abercanaid complies with its obligations under the “GDPR” 

by keeping personal data up to date; by storing and destroying it securely; by not collecting or 

retaining excessive amounts of data; by protecting personal data from loss, misuse, unauthorised 

access and disclosure and by ensuring that appropriate technical measures are in place to protect 

personal data. 

We use your personal data for the following purposes: - 

• To enable us to provide a voluntary service for the benefit of the public in a particular 

geographical area as specified in our constitution; 

• To administer membership records; 

• To fundraise and promote the interests of the charity; 

• To manage our employees and volunteers; 

• To maintain our own accounts and records (including the processing of gift aid applications); 

• To inform you of news, events, activities and services running at St. David’s, St. Tydfil’s, St Tydfil’s 

Well or Ss. Peter and Paul; 

• To share your contact details with the Diocesan office so they can keep you informed about news 

in the diocese and events, activities and services that will be occurring in the diocese and in which 

you may be interested. 

4. What is the legal basis for processing your personal data? 

• Explicit consent of the data subject so that we can keep you informed about news, events, 

activities and services and process your gift aid donations and keep you informed about 

diocesan events. 

• Processing is necessary for carrying out obligations under employment, social security or social 

protection law, or a collective agreement; 

• Processing is carried out by a not-for-profit body with a political, philosophical, religious or trade 

union aim provided: - 

- the processing relates only to members or former members (or those who have 

regular contact with it in connection with those purposes); and 

- there is no disclosure to a third party without consent.  

5. Sharing your personal data 

Your personal data will be treated as strictly confidential and will only be shared with other 

members of the church in order to carry out a service to other church members or for purposes 

connected with the church. We will only share your data with third parties outside of the parish 

with your consent. 
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PRIVACY POLICY | GDPR

6. How long do we keep your personal data1? 

We keep data in accordance with the guidance set out in the guide “Keep or Bin: Care of Your 

Parish Records” which is available from the Church in Wales website [see footnote for link]. 

Specifically, we retain electoral roll data while it is still current; gift aid declarations and 

associated paperwork for up to 6 years after the calendar year to which they relate; and parish 

registers (baptisms, marriages, funerals) permanently. 

7. Your rights and your personal data 

Unless subject to an exemption under the GDPR, you have the following rights with respect to your 

personal data: - 

• The right to request a copy of your personal data which the PCC of Merthyr Tydfil St. David and 

Abercanaid holds about you 

• The right to request that the PCC of Merthyr Tydfil St. David and Abercanaid corrects any personal 

data if it is found to be inaccurate or out of date 

• The right to request your personal data is erased where it is no longer necessary for the PCC of 

Merthyr Tydfil St. David and Abercanaid to retain such data 

• The right to withdraw your consent to the processing at any time 

• The right to request that the data controller provide the data subject with his/her personal data and 

where possible, to transmit that data directly to another data controller, (known as the right to data 

portability), (where applicable) [Only applies where the processing is based on consent or is necessary 

for the performance of a contract with the data subject and in either case the data controller 

processes the data by automated means] 

• The right, where there is a dispute in relation to the accuracy or processing of your 

personal data, to request a restriction is placed on further processing 

• The right to object to the processing of personal data, (where applicable) [Only applies where 

processing is based on legitimate interests (or the performance of a task in the public interest/exercise 

of official authority); direct marketing and processing for the purposes of scientific/historical research 

and statistics] 

• The right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioners Office 

8. Further processing 

If we wish to use your personal data for a new purpose, not covered by this Data Protection Notice, 

then we will provide you with a new notice explaining this new use prior to commencing the 

processing and setting out the relevant purposes and processing conditions. 

Where and whenever necessary, we will seek your prior consent to the new processing. 

9. Contact Details 

To exercise all relevant rights, queries of complaints please in the first instance contact the Parish 

Administrator at the Parish Office, 6 Llwyncelyn Lane, Merthyr Tydfil CF48 1AL 

You can contact the Information Commissioners Office on 0303 123 1113 or via email 

https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/email/ or at the Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 

Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 

1 Details about retention periods can currently be found in the Record Management Guides located on the Church 

in Wales website at www.churchinwales.org.uk 

Much of the content and information contained in this document has been produced by the Archbishop’s Council 

of the Church of England and with their agreement has been used by the Church in Wales.
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PROPOSED MEETING DATES FOR 2019/2020 

PCC 

Sunday 28th April 2019                  Annual Vestry Meeting, St. Tydfil’s First PCC 6pm 

Monday 3rd June 2019                    St. Tydfil’s Well 

Monday 2nd September 2019       St. David’s 

Monday 25th November 2019       Ss. Peter & Paul, Abercanaid 

Monday 2nd March 2020               St. Tydfil’s 

Sunday 26th April 2020                 Annual Vestry Meeting, St. Tydfil’s First PCC 6pm. 

 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE (All meetings at Llwyncelyn House) 

 

Tuesday 7th May 2019 

Monday 8th July 2019 

Monday 21st October 2019 

Monday 10th February 2020 

 

 

CHURCH MEETINGS 

 

St. David’s (Monday) 20th May, 15th July, 28th Oct, 24th Feb 2020 

Ss. Peter & Paul (Tuesday) 8th May (Wed), 16th July, 19th Nov, 25th Feb 2020 

St. Tydfil’s Well (Tuesday) 21st May, 23rd July, 12th Nov, 18th Feb 2020 

St. Tydfil’s (Sunday) 26th May, 28thth July, 24th Nov, 23rd Feb 2020 

 

 

MISSION GROUP (All meetings at Llwyncelyn House) 

 

Monday, 22nd July, 11th November, 17th February 2020 

 

 

FINANCE GROUP (All meetings at Llwyncelyn House) 

 

Tuesday, 9th July, 5th November, 11th February 

All meetings begin at 7pm prompt, except where stated - thank you. Fr Mark

The Parish of Merthyr Tydfil, St David and Abercanaid 

Priest-in-Charge Fr Mark Prevett 

Tel: 01685 553529 Email: help@parishofmerthyrtydfil.com 

https://parishofmerthyrtydfil.com/
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